Army updates policy on war-zone

Exemptions
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For the first time in two years, the Army has updated its primary directive governing which soldiers are eligible for exemption from serving in a war zone. 
The Army policy update issued as military personnel message MilPer 07-148; is- based on Defense - Department instruction DODI 1315.

There are four major categories that offer soldiers exception from duty, or restricted duty, in hostile-fire areas where imminent-danger pay is authorized.

Sole surviving son, daughter
To qualify, a soldier must be the sole surviving son or daughter in a family where the father, mother, brother or sister was killed or died as a result of military service; is in captured or missing-in-action sta​tus; or is 100 percent physically or mentally disabled because of service.
In such cases, soldiers may not be assigned to combat duties if the soldier, the spouse or a parent submits a written request for non ​combat duty. See Army Regula​tions 614-200 (enlisted) and AR 614-100 (officer).

Exemption from assignment
A soldier who has a family mem​ber who dies as a result of military duty, or is captured, declared miss​ing in action or determined to be100 percent disabled physically or mentally, may request exemption from a hostile-fire assignment. If already in theater, the soldier may request reassignment. See AR 6 14-30 (overseas assign​ments), AR 6 14-200 and AR 614-100.
Soldiers wounded in combat 
Soldiers hospitalized for a month or more outside a hostile-fire area as a result of combat duties will not be required to return to such duties during the same tour. However, if medically fit, they may request to be returned to the combat zone. Wounded soldiers remain eligible for assignment to a hostile-fire area during future tours.

The exemption policy does not apply to soldiers hospitalized for non-combat injuries or illness, or to soldiers with self-inflicted wounds. The governing regulation is AR 614-30.

Conscientious objectors 
Soldiers, who sincerely object to serving as a combatant in any form, but whose convictions permit military service in a non combat role, may be approved for such status as determined by a general court-martial convening authority or the Army Con​scientious Objector Review Board.
Once placed in such status: the soldier may be assigned to any unit that does not require the use of arms in combat. Such service may be with a unit assigned to a hostile-fire area.  The governing regulation is AR 600-43 (conscientious objection). 
